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librarians to design more effective instruction, collection development, and support for 
this group. This study will examine the information seeking behavior of the faculty and 
graduate students in the Classics Department at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (UNC-CH) and suggest ways of optimizing the collecting of print and 
electronic resources for classicists.  
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Background 
Classics is the study of the languages, literatures, history, art, and archaeology of 
the ancient Roman and Greek cultures. The Classics Department at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill has ten full time faculty members.  They focus on a diverse 
range of subfields within the greater field of classics, including archaeology and art in the 
ancient Near East, Greece, and Italy, classical civilizations, literature, and languages 
(Courses – department of classics).  
 The Classics Department primarily uses two libraries for teaching and research 
resources.  The first is Davis Library, the main library on the UNC-CH campus.  Davis 
has a large collection of print resources for classics.  It holds many primary and 
secondary sources and a selection of the more obscure classics journals in print form.  
The other library used by the Classics Department is the Ullman Classics Library, the 
independent library located inside the department.  The Ullman Classics Library is purely 
departmental in nature and is not related to the main UNC-CH library system.  Ullman 
holds approximately 12,000 print items (Sandlin, 2012).  These consist of primary and 
secondary sources, print journals, and obscure offprints not held by Davis.  While only 
the faculty and graduate students have borrowing privileges in Ullman, the 
undergraduates in the department often use its collection as a reference source.  In 
addition to the print holdings in Davis and Ullman, the Classics Department also has 
access to online classics journals through the UNC-CH Library webpage.  The University 
Library system makes a total of ninety-one classics related journals and many more 
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philology journals available to members of the UNC-CH community through the 
webpage.  These journals include the American Journal of Philology, Hesperia, and the 
Bryn Mawr Classical Review, which are all important journals for the study of Classics 
(“UNC Chapel Hill: e-journals list). 
The department offers between twenty-five and thirty courses per semester but 
only some of those assigned course readings are available online.  In the fall semester of 
2011, 1748 students were enrolled in courses offered by the department.
1
  Many of the 
classics courses require readings in print only.
2
  This trend is interesting to observe when 
one considers that the assigning of reading materials that are available online is a 
common practice in many departments.  Being comfortable with electronic resources in 
all fields of study in academic settings is becoming increasingly important.  Many 
libraries are beginning to remove print journals from their collections.  Without print 
journals, faculty and students will be required to do their searching and reading of current 
articles in electronic form online.  Even Ullman, which is run with direct influence of the 
faculty, has been experiencing the move from print to electronic.  Recently, all of the 
journals available electronically through the University Library webpage were removed 
from print collection.  
 Classicists use a number of academic tools for research and teaching.  They often 
require primary sources, lexicons, monographs, databases, and journal articles to even 
start.  Many of these tools are available in both print and electronic form. 
                                                 
1
  This number comes from the enrollment report for that semester. 
2
 I came to this conclusion after reading the syllabi for the courses offered for Fall 2012 in the Classics 
Department.   
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Purpose   
The purpose of this study was to determine the information seeking behavior of 
the graduate students and faculty as it relates to both print and electronic materials.  
Understanding how classicists prefer to use print and electronic materials can help 
librarians better provide resources for their research and teaching.  For example, if 
classicists clearly prefer to use a print lexicon, then a library can be sure to keep those in 
the collection rather than pushing an electronic lexicon.  Also, if classicists prefer to use 
electronic journal articles, it can be easier for librarians to de-accession their print classics 
journals.  This study shows which form of commonly used information resources the 
majority of faculty and graduate students in the UNC-CH Classics Department prefer to 
use. 
Research questions 
1. How do faculty and graduate students use print and electronic resources for research? 
2. How do faculty and graduate students use print or electronic resources for teaching? 
3. Is there a difference between the information seeking and use behaviors of faculty and 
graduate students?  
Literature Review 
 
There is a dearth of publications on the information seeking behavior of 
classicists.  My search for previous research yielded nothing in the Library Literature & 
Information Science and in Library and Information Science Abstracts databases.  In 
order to develop a foundation of background knowledge on the information seeking and 
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use behavior of Classicists, it was necessary to consider a broader academic group to 
which the study of Classics belongs.  Therefore, I chose to consider what has been made 
known about the information seeking behavior among academics in the humanities 
particularly how they use electronic and print resources in teaching and research.  I 
searched for this information primarily in the Library Literature & Information Science 
database using search terms such as “humanities,” “digital,” “information seeking,” 
“faculty,” and “classicism.” 
In order to better understand the information seeking behavior of humanists, I 
studied the results of four different studies.  To better grasp the information seeking 
behavior of graduate students in the humanities I chose to consider Barrett’s (2005) 
broader study of the information seeking behavior among humanities graduate students as 
well as Wu and Chen’s more specified study of how humanities graduate students 
researched and whether they preferred electronic resources to print resources.    Ge 
(2010) and Tahir (2010) provide an understanding of the information seeking behavior of 
faculty in the humanities.         
Barrett (2005) studied the specific habits of the graduate student researchers in the 
humanities because he had found that little had been done to discover anything about this 
group.  Therefore, he sought to find if this was a unique user group and if an 
understanding of their research habits would help to design appropriate information 
literacy instruction programs for graduate students in the humanities.   Barrett’s 
interviews showed that the participants described electronic information as just one of 
many tools used in research.  Their use of electronic information in research was based 
on how useful it was for that particular project.  According to Barrett’s interviews, 
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graduate students particularly appreciated the availability of electronic tools such as 
databases, word processing, and full text access to journals from remote locations (2005).  
A major complaint about electronic information technology was a lack of access to 
primary sources even though primary sources were considered the most important type of 
resource for research in the humanities.  Graduate students used databases, indexes, 
browsed library shelves, and tracked citations to find primary sources. Participants in 
Barrett’s interviews described their information seeking behavior as "constant reading, 
digging, searching, and following leads." (Barrett, 2005)   
Wu and Chen’s 2010 study was focused particularly on the types of sources 
graduate students cited in their theses.  They conducted their study through an analysis of 
these citations and meetings with the students whose theses were analyzed.   It was found 
that of the citations in twenty theses 69% (n= 2550) were books, and 25% were 
journals.  Only 0.5% of the collected citations were web citations (Wu & Chen, 
2010).  After analyzing these citations, the researchers met with the students to find how 
the students found their citations.  The library OPAC and databases were the primary 
sources for research, and these humanities graduate students regarded the library as their 
best source for gathering information.  Wu and Chen used this finding as explanation as 
to why so many of their citations were from books.  When questioned about the 
electronic resources made available through the university library, the students agreed 
that these were useful and enjoyed being able to retrieve large amounts of information in 
a quick period of time.  The students had no problem reading short documents online but 
admitted to preferring paper copies.  Most of the students preferred to browse the 
documents online and then print the relevant ones.  The students were accepting of the 
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concept that e-journals might replace print but did not think that the paper versions of 
books were replaceable. When citing materials available in both print and electronic 
form, the students would always choose to cite the print version.  Chen and Wu 
concluded that the library is still an important place to these students.  They saw it as the 
best source for gathering information. The students enjoyed browsing as an information 
seeking behavior.  While electronic resources are continuing to grow, these students 
preferred print materials (Wu & Chen 2010). 
In their respective studies of humanities graduate students, both Barrett (2005) 
and Wu and Chen (2010) found that while the students were capable of finding and 
appreciated the convenience of many electronic resources for research, they preferred to 
use the print resources.  Especially longer materials such as books seem to be used 
primarily in print.  However, both studies found that humanities graduate students were 
comfortable finding articles from e-journals online through databases. 
Tahir (2010) studied the use of electronic information resources among 
humanities scholars at the University of the Punjab in Lahore, Pakistan.  He used a 
questionnaire survey with both open ended and close ended questions.  Among the 
responses (n=62), 69% preferred both print and electronic, 21% preferred electronic over 
print, 10 % indicated no preference for electronic resources, and 55% thought the time 
they spent getting information had decreased due to electronic resources (Tahir 2010). 
Tahir's study showed that the availability of electronic resources was significant to the 
information seeking behavior of faculty in the humanities.  While print resources might 
be a priority, electronic technology was still important. 
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 Ge (2010) conducted a qualitative study of the information seeking behavior of 
humanities researchers at Tennessee State University.  Ge found that almost all of those 
interviewed consistently used electronic resources for their research.  These resources 
included the Web, databases, e- journals, email, and online catalogs (Ge, 2010).  Web 
resources were the most important of electronic resources for research while databases 
and e-journals were considered to be the second and third most important resources. 
Overall the participants in the study used electronic resources to meet 58% of their 
research needs.  Ge found that the interviewees enjoyed the vast amount of information 
available in electronic format as well as the accessibility and usability of these resources 
(2010). Some information, especially that found in books, which was important to their 
research was not available in electronic format.  Also, the availability of proprietary 
electronic resources depends on a specific institution’s electronic resources. Those that 
are available at some institutions are not necessarily available at other institutions. 
Despite these difficulties, Ge concluded that electronic resources played a significant role 
in the information seeking behavior of humanities faculty at Tennessee State University 
(2010). 
 Both Ge (2010) and Tahir (2010) found that electronic resources play a significant 
role in the modern information seeking behavior of humanities scholars.  They also found 
that some material was more accessible to this group in print form.  According to their 
studies and the studies of Barrett (2005) and Wu and Chen (2010), the use of electronic 
information among humanities graduate students and faculty seems to be similar.  
Therefore, it will be reasonable to consider both groups together when studying the 
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information seeking behavior of both the graduate students and faculty in the Classics 
Department at UNC. 
As was seen above, researchers have found that humanities faculty and graduate 
students are open to using electronic information technology when the benefit of it is 
clear to them.   Therefore, it is also important to consider what sort of technology is 
available to further academic humanities.  Holley Lindquist focused on online primary 
sources in her article (2011).  She argued that the use of digital primary sources in the 
humanities is exciting to students but, unfortunately, many of these collections don’t 
accommodate learning well.  She noted that the use of online primary sources could 
provide a significant improvement to the classroom approach of humanists, so much so 
that they could be considered fundamental.  Not only do they provide content, but 
Lindquist believes the use of online primary sources could promote reading, writing, and 
information literacy.  Lindquist argued that online primary sources have many benefits 
over the non-digital formats as they are more accessible, searchable, flexible and easily 
manipulated.  After studying the use of the digital primary source in the classroom, 
Lindquist discovered students especially enjoyed experiential learning.  Digital primary 
sources could be an important tool in humanities classrooms (Lindquist 2011). 
These studies in the information seeking behavior of humanities graduate students 
and faculty, showed that electronic journal articles are an important resource in 
humanities research.  Therefore, one must consider how accessible these electronic 
articles are to a researcher. Nisonger (2009) conducted an electronic availability study of 
serial articles at Indiana University. He used a random selection method of which articles 
9 
 
he would seek in a variety of academic disciplines based on the nature of current 
scholarship. 
He found that a total of 65.4% of citations (n= 500) sought were available through 
the Indiana University web page. The two strongest disciplines in terms of availability 
were the professional fields (81%) (n=100) and the sciences (79%) (n=100).  However, 
only 49% of articles in the humanities were available (Nisonger, 2009).  Nisonger’s study 
shows that lack of availability was clearly a barrier to access to electronic journal articles 
in the humanities.  Therefore, the availability and accessibility of electronic journal 
articles to the graduate students and faculty of the Classics Department at UNC-CH 
should be considered in a study of their information seeking behavior.  
 Romanello (2011) conducted a more specific study of electronic publishing in the 
field of classics. As electronic publishing in the classics is becoming more popular, 
Romanello sought to design a new model for e-journals that would better meet the needs 
of classicists.  Romanello created a survey to determine the current situation of classics 
journals and to identify features that would enhance the value of electronic journals in the 
humanities (2011).   Romanello selected an analytical sample of journals to study based 
on what was considered most valuable to scholars.  The survey covered many factors of 
journal publishing, including features that were available in the electronic version of the 
journal, the journal's copyright policy, the use of electronic tools to support the editorial 
workflow, and a willingness to innovate. After analyzing his data, Romanello recognized 
that use of and the demand for electronic journals in Classics needs to increase in order 
for the number of classics journals published electronically to grow in number and 
popularity.  He suggested the value of the journals in electronic format would benefit 
10 
 
from additional features in order to encourage faculty to use them (Romanello, 2011).  He 
proposed two services, reference linking and semantic indexing, which could make 
electronic publishing more desirable to scholars.  Romanello’s study suggested that the 
usability of electronic journal articles must be considered when studying the information 
seeking behavior of Classicists. 
 All of these studies provide a foundation for the study I propose.  Barrett (2005), 
Wu and Chen (2010), Ge (2010), and Tahir’s (2010) studies all indicate that information 
seeking behavior in the humanities includes both print and electronic resources.  
Lindquist showed that electronic primary sources can be a useful tool in the classroom. 
Nisonger (2009) and Romanello (2011) considered availability, accessibility, and 
usability issues in electronic journals.  Therefore, all of these factors will be considered in 
my study of the graduate students and faculty in the Classics Department at UNC-CH. 
 With my study of the information seeking and use behavior of the faculty and 
graduate students in the classics department at UNC-CH, I was able to use all of these 
past studies as a foundation.  Barrett (2005), Wu and Chen (2010), Ge (2010), and Tahir 
(2010) all focused on the information seeking and use behavior of the broader humanities 
community.  I focused more specifically on the academic discipline of classics.  As I 
considered many teaching and research resources such as primary source materials and 
journal articles, the studies of digital versions of these done by Lindquist (2011), 
Nisonger (2009), and Romanello (2011) were helpful.  I was able to use what they 
discovered about electronic use of these resources in the humanities and in classics 
internationally to focus specifically on the Classics Department at UNC-CH.   My study 
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is a more focused approach to the study of the information seeking and use behavior of 
classicists than the studies considered here. 
Research Design and Methods 
 
 The study used a survey to gather both quantitative and qualitative responses from 
faculty and graduate students. I did this through the use of both open and close-ended 
questions in the survey.  The method of close ended questions in the survey will give me 
specific data while the open ended questions will allow for some understanding of why 
the respondents seek and use print and electronic information in the forms that they do.  I 
contacted the faculty and graduate students of the UNC-CH Classics Department through 
the email listservs used by both groups.  I requested that they participate in my study 
through email.  A copy of this email can be found in the Appendix A. I administered the 
survey using Qualtrics.  A link to the survey was included in the email.  The major 
sections of the survey will include: Demographics, Journal use in research, 
Lexicon/dictionary use in research, grammar use in research, primary source use in 
research, scholarly monograph use in research, journal use in teaching, grammar use in 
teaching, primary source use in teaching, scholarly monograph use in teaching, and 
further comments. The faculty and graduate students in the department had three weeks 
to participate in the survey and I sent two email reminders during that time.   
There were a few ethical concerns with my study.  Because I was studying the 
behavior of people, I submitted an IRB application before conducting my study.  I used 
Qualtrics, to ensure each survey response remained anonymous.  I kept any identifying 
factors of respondents confidential.  Any answers given by respondents would not affect 
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their status in the department in any way.  Another ethical concern was that I work 
closely with the members of this department as the librarian in the Ullman Classics 
Library.  Keeping the results anonymous and limiting any identifying factors removed 
this potential ethical issue as a serious concern.  While I do know most of the people in 
the group who participated in my study, I do not know who specifically participated nor 
do I know who gave specific answers.  This removed any bias I might have from my 
working relationship with the department.  It also made the respondents feel more 
comfortable being candid in their responses. 
Limitations 
 The primary limitation to this study is that it only deals with one department of 
classics at one university.  The research and teaching practices of classicists at UNC-CH 
might not be exactly the same as the practices of classicists at other universities.  
However, it is possible that this smaller study could lead to a study with a larger sample 
of classicists from universities all over the country. 
Results  
 After three weeks, I received a total of twenty-one responses on the survey.  More 
graduate students than faculty answered but as there are more graduate students than 
faculty in the department, that was to be expected.  There are a total of ten full time 
faculty members and thirty-one graduate students who received the survey, giving me a 
51.2% response rate.  Seventy-six percent of respondents were graduate students while 
only 24% of respondents were faculty.  This response represents 51.6% of the graduate 
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students in the department and 50% of the faculty.  Therefore, the results should be a 
good representation of the department as a whole. 
What affiliation do you have with the UNC Classics Department? 
# Answer  Response % 
1 
Graduate 
student 
  
 
16 76% 
2 
Faculty 
member 
  
 
5 24% 
 Total  
 
21 100% * 
Figure 1 Demographic information 
 
* Note: Because individual response percentages have been rounded off, percentage 
totals may mathematically total 99%, 100%, or 101%. 
 
Periods of time spent as a member of the department varied among the 
respondents.  The majority (43%) had been a part of the department for 1-5 years.  The 
second highest response was 6-10 years at 38%.  Ten percent had been in the department 
for 0-11 months and the remaining 10% had been in the department for more than eleven 
years.   
How long have you been affiliated? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
0 - 11 
months 
  
 
2 10% 
2 1 - 5 years   
 
9 43% 
3 6 - 10 years   
 
8 38% 
4 11+ years   
 
2 10% 
 Total  21 101% 
Figure 2 Length of affiliation with the department 
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 Most of the respondents did teach in some form.  Eighty-one percent of 
respondents teach undergraduate students while 33% teach graduate students.  Seventy-
six percent of respondents used Sakai when teaching. 
 Because this study is concerned with the use of both print and electronic 
resources, it is important to understand how comfortable the respondents are with 
computers.  When questioned about their comfort level with computers, a resounding 
62% stated that they were very comfortable with using computers.  The remaining 38% 
said they were comfortable with computers.  This indicates that the use of electronic 
resources among the members of the UNC-CH Classics Department might not be 
uncommon.   
How comfortable would you say that you are with using 
computers? 
 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Very 
comfortable 
  
 
13 62% 
2 Comfortable   
 
8 38% 
3 
Somewhat 
comfortable 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Not very 
comfortable 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  21 100% 
Figure 3. Comfort with computers 
 The second section of the survey posed questions pertaining to the use of 
information resources in research.  The respondents answered questions about their use of 
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journal articles, lexicons/dictionaries, grammars, primary sources, and scholarly 
monographs. 
 When asked how they typically read journal articles, the majority (68%) of the 
nineteen respondents stated they read journal articles mostly in electronic form, 
sometimes in print.  Two respondents (11%) said they use journal articles for research in 
electronic form only.  Two more respondents (11%) said they use journal articles in 
electronic and print forms equally.  The final two respondents (11%) said they use journal 
articles mostly in electronic form but sometimes in print.  None of the respondents read 
journal articles in print form only.  This would indicate that electronic journal articles are 
an important resource for research in the classics and classicists use electronic journal 
articles regularly.  When asked when and why they would use an electronic journal 
article, respondents commented on the ease of use of electronic journal articles while 
traveling.  Others commented that they prefer to use electronic when it is available.  One 
respondent even commented that he/she preferred to use electronically available articles 
because he/she does not like to go to the physical library.  Eight respondents used the 
term “convenient” to refer to electronic journal articles.  When asked when and why they 
would use a print journal article, many commented that they only do so when an 
electronic version is not available.  However, a significant minority commented on their 
preference for print articles because they found these to be easier to read both for their 
eyes and their retaining of information.   
 It is also worth noting the difference between the responses of the faculty and 
those of the graduate students.  Out of the fourteen graduate students who answered the 
question about their use of journal articles in their research, 78% stated that they use 
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articles mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print.  Only 7% said that they use journal 
articles mostly in print and sometimes in electronic format.  The remaining 15% said they 
use journal articles in electronic form only.  This is in contrast to the 40% of faculty who 
used journal articles mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print, the 40% using journal 
articles in electronic and print forms equally, and the 20% using journal articles mostly in 
print sometimes in electronic.  Clearly, the graduate students favor the electronic journal 
articles more than the faculty do. 
I typically read journal articles in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
2 11% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
13 68% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
2 11% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
2 11% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 101% 
Figure 4. Journal Articles for Research 
 As classicists often work in languages other than their native one, lexicons and 
dictionaries are important tools for their research.  The majority (42%) of respondents 
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stated that they use lexicons mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print.  Thirty-two 
percent used electronic and print forms of lexicons and dictionaries equally.  Twenty-one 
percent used lexicons and dictionaries in mostly print form but sometimes in electronic 
form, as well.  The remaining 5% used lexicons and dictionaries in electronic forms only. 
 When asked why they would use an electronic lexicon and/or dictionary, the 
respondents gave a variety of answers.  Six respondents made reference to using 
electronic lexicons when traveling or in need of quick reference.  Five said they use 
electronic lexicons and dictionaries whenever possible.  A few commented on the 
expense of owning many of the authoritative lexicons and preferring to use free 
electronic lexicons from home rather than purchasing a print copy.  However, when 
asked when and why they would use a print lexicon or dictionary, many commented on 
print lexicons and dictionaries having more information and being more authoritative.  
Multiple respondents commented on their disappointment in the Oxford Latin Dictionary 
not being available electronically. 
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13.  I typically use lexicons/dictionaries in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
1 5% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
8 42% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
6 32% 
4 
Mostly print, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
4 21% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 100% 
Figure 5. Lexicons/dictionaries for research 
Just as classicists use lexicons and dictionaries for their research, grammars are 
also important.  For grammars, the respondents overwhelmingly preferred print editions.  
Sixty-eight percent said they use grammars in print form only.  Another 26% stated they 
use grammars mostly in print form and sometimes in electronic.  The remaining 5% of 
respondents said they use grammars mostly in electronic form and sometimes in print 
form. 
        When asked when and why they would use a grammar in electronic form, many said 
they had never considered using one.  One respondent said he or she had never seen a 
"proper electronic grammar."  Those who did use grammars in electronic form used them 
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when they did not have access to the print.  Only a couple respondents highlighted the 
searchability and hyperlinked nature of an electronic grammar and noted these as features 
they found desirable.  Those who preferred print grammars commented that print 
grammars were better for "serious study."  They did not find electronic grammars as more 
usable. 
        There was little difference between the attitude toward grammars in electronic form 
among graduate students and faculty.  Sixty percent of faculty and 71% of graduate 
students used grammars in print form only.  Twenty-one percent of graduate students and 
40% of faculty used grammars mostly in print form and sometimes in electronic 
form.  The respondent who used grammars mostly in electronic form and sometimes in 
print was a graduate student.  
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18.  I typically use grammars in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
1 5% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
5 26% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
13 68% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 99% 
Figure 6. Grammars in Research 
Primary sources are another important element used by classicists for their 
research.  The majority of respondents preferred to use primary sources in mostly print 
form but sometimes electronic.  The majority represented 50% of respondents.  Thirty-
three percent of respondents used primary sources in electronic and print forms equally. 
Seventeen percent used primary sources in print form only.   
Reasons for using an electronic primary source were mostly that the print version 
was not available.  This was true if they did not have a print copy when they needed it or 
when they were traveling.  They were more likely to use an electronic primary sources in 
those situations. One respondent stated that electronic primary sources were useful when 
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he or she needed to consult many books at one time.  Qualities valued in electronic 
primary sources include searchability, convenience, and ease of use when traveling.   
The graduate students showed a slightly greater preference for electronic primary 
sources than the faculty did.  Out of the thirteen students who responded, 46% read 
primary sources in electronic and print forms equally.  Thirty-nine percent answered that 
they read primary sources mostly in print form but sometimes in electronic form.  Fifteen 
percent of the students stated that they read primary sources in print form only.  This can 
be compared to the 80% of faculty (n=5) who read primary sources in mostly in print 
form but sometimes in electronic form.  Only one faculty member (20%) responded that 
he or she read primary sources in print form only. 
The most prevalent reason for using print primary source is ease of 
reading.  Multiple respondents commented that reading in print was easier on their eyes 
and helped them avoid eyestrain.  Others commented that it was easier for them to make 
notes in their print sources. 
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I typically read primary sources in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
 
 
0 0% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
6 33% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
9 50% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
3 17% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  18 100% 
Figure 7. Primary sources in research 
The third section of questions pertained to the teaching practices of the faculty 
and graduate students.  They were asked how and in what form they assign journal 
articles, grammars, and primary sources.  Out of the 18 respondents, 67% answered they 
assign journal articles in electronic form only.  Seventeen percent stated they assigned 
journal articles in mostly electronic and sometimes print form.  The remaining 17% 
answered that they had experience teaching language courses and do not assign journal 
articles. 
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I typically assign journal articles for class reading in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
12 67% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
3 17% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
 
 
0 0% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
3 17% 
 Total  18 101% 
Figure 8. Journal articles in teaching 
Much of the teaching in the Classics Department is in language 
courses.  Grammars are an important part of the curriculum in those language 
courses.  When asked in what form they typically assigned grammars, 44% of 
respondents stated that they assigned grammars in print form only.  Eleven percent 
assigned grammars in mostly electronic form but sometimes in print.  Another 11% 
assigned grammars in electronic and print form equally.  Six percent stated they assigned 
grammars mostly in print form but sometimes in electronic form.  The remaining 28% 
stated they did not assign grammars in the areas they taught. 
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 I typically assign grammars for class reading in 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
2 11% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
2 11% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
1 6% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
8 44% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
5 28% 
 Total  18 100% 
Figure 9. Grammars for teaching 
 
Primary sources are another important tool for teaching in classics.  When asked 
in what form they typically assigned primary sources, 44% stated they assigned primary 
sources in print form only.  Twenty-eight assigned primary sources mostly in print form 
but sometimes in electronic form.  Six percent assigned primary sources in electronic and 
print form equally.  Six percent assigned primary sources mostly in electronic form but 
sometimes in print.  Another 6% assigned primary sources in electronic form only.  The 
remaining 11% responded that they did not assign primary sources in their teaching. 
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I typically assign primary sources for class reading in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
1 6% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
1 6% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
1 6% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
5 28% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
8 44% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
2 11% 
 Total  18 101% 
Figure 10. Primary sources for teaching 
Conclusions and recommendations 
 The majority of the faculty and graduate students of the UNC-CH Classics 
Department use both electronic and print resources.  Their choice of print or electronic 
depends on the resource they are using and for which task they are using that resource.  
When using journal articles for research, the respondents showed a preference for 
electronic.  I would recommend that an emphasis be put on collecting electronically 
available journals but still maintaining a print collection of journals only available in that 
form. 
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 When using lexicons and dictionaries for research purposes, the respondents 
showed that they wanted both electronic and print forms.  Many commented that they 
enjoyed the features of the electronic lexicon and dictionary but that the Oxford Latin 
Dictionary, a highly reputable source, is not available electronically.  Librarians should 
continue to collect print lexicons and dictionaries and they should also be familiar with 
the features of electronically available lexicons and dictionaries. 
 The majority of graduate students and faculty clearly preferred print grammars 
over grammars in electronic form.  Reputable grammars such as Herbert Weir Smyth’s 
Greek Grammar and Basil Gildersleeve’s Latin Grammar are both available in digital 
form through HathiTrust.  However, these digital forms are scanned PDF’s of the original 
texts and are a bit unwieldy.  Perhaps, once these texts have been released as e-books, 
they will be more popular to users.  Therefore, librarians should continue to maintain a 
collection of print grammars but also be aware of the possibility of one of these 
grammars in e-book format.   
 This study found that the classicists at UNC-CH more commonly use primary 
sources in print form.  Electronic primary sources were mostly used for quick work or 
convenience.  The majority preferred to use the print form when it was available to them. 
Librarians should continue to collect primary sources in print form. 
 There is not a major difference in the uses of print and electronic resources 
between the faculty and the graduate students.  As a group, the graduate students do show 
slightly more preference for electronic resources than the faculty members.  This could 
indicate a move towards the use of more electronic resources in the future for classicists.  
However, the graduate students still show interest in and need for print resources in their 
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teaching and research.  The responses of the faculty show that they do feel comfortable 
with computers and the use of electronic resources.  For the time being, I think classicists 
will continue to use both print and electronic resources in their teaching and research. 
 The faculty and graduate students of the UNC-CH Classics Department have 
expressed the need for different forms for different resources.  With this information, 
librarians can better collect and provide services for classicists.
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Appendix A 
 
Email 
 
Dear Classics Department Faculty and Graduate Students, 
 I am conducting a study of the information seeking and use behavior of members 
of this department for my master’s thesis for the School of Information and Library 
Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  I am interested in the ways 
classicists use print and electronic resources in their research and teaching.  Please 
participate in my brief survey.  The results will be published and will help librarians 
provide better services to classicists. Your responses will be confidential. 
Thank you for your time, 
Jess Bellemer 
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Appendix B 
 
Survey 
Thank you for participating in this survey of faculty and graduate students in the Classics 
Department at UNC CH. Your responses will help the librarians to provide you with the 
best available library and information services.   
 
1. What affiliation do you have with the UNC Classics Department? 
a. Graduate student 
b. Faculty member 
 
2. How long have you been affiliated? 
a. 0-11months 
b.1-5 years 
c.6-10 years 
d. 11+ years 
 
Do you teach undergraduate students?  
 a. Yes 
 b. No 
 
Do you teach graduate students?  
a. Yes 
b. No 
 
Do you use Sakai in your teaching? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
 
How comfortable would you say that you are with using computers? 
a. Very comfortable 
b. Comfortable 
c. Somewhat comfortable 
d. Not very comfortable 
 
 
Please answer the following questions as they pertain to your academic research. 
 
I typically read journal articles in: 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
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f.   Other (please describe) 
Comments 
 
When would you use an electronic journal article? 
Why would you use an electronic journal article? 
 
When would you use a print journal article? 
Why would you use a print journal article? 
 
When you read a journal article in electronic form do you typically: 
a. Print out the article to paper form 
b. Read on the computer monitor 
c. Read the article on an e-reader device 
d. Other (please describe) 
 
 
I typically use lexicons/dictionaries in: 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
 
When would you use an electronic lexicon/dictionary? 
Why would you use an electronic lexicon/dictionary? 
 
 When would you use a print lexicon/dictionary? 
 
 
I typically use grammars in: 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
 
When would you use an electronic grammar? 
Why would you use an electronic grammar? 
 
When would you use a print grammar? 
Why would you use a print grammar? 
 
I typically read primary sources in: 
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a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
 
When would you use an electronic primary source? 
Why would you use an electronic primary source? 
 
When would you use a print primary source? 
Why would you use a print primary source? 
 
 
Please answer the following questions as they relate to your teaching. 
I typically assign journal articles for class reading in 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
 
When would you assign an electronic journal article for class reading? 
Why would you assign an electronic journal article for class reading? 
 
When would you assign a print journal article for class reading? 
Why would you assign a print journal article for class reading? 
 
I typically assign grammars for class reading in 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
 
I typically assign primary sources for class reading in: 
a. Electronic form only 
b. Mostly in electronic form, sometimes in print 
c. Electronic and print forms equally 
d. Mostly print form, sometimes electronic 
e. Print form only 
f. Other (please describe) 
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Please add any other comments you would like to make about your library and 
information needs: 
 
Thank you for participating in this survey.  
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Appendix C 
 
1.  What affiliation do you have with the UNC Classics 
Department? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Graduate 
student 
  
 
16 76% 
2 
Faculty 
member 
  
 
5 24% 
 Total  21 100% 
 
2.  How long have you been affiliated? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
0 - 11 
months 
  
 
2 10% 
2 1 - 5 years   
 
9 43% 
3 6 - 10 years   
 
8 38% 
4 11+ years   
 
2 10% 
 Total  21 101% 
 
3.  Do you teach undergraduate students?  
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 Yes   
 
17 81% 
2 No   
 
4 19% 
 Total  21 100% 
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4.  Do you teach graduate students? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 Yes   
 
7 33% 
2 No   
 
14 67% 
 Total  21 100% 
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5.  Do you use Sakai in your teaching? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 Yes   
 
16 76% 
2 No   
 
5 24% 
 Total  21 100% 
6.  How comfortable would you say that you are with using 
computers? 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Very 
comfortable 
  
 
13 62% 
2 Comfortable   
 
8 38% 
3 
Somewhat 
comfortable 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Not very 
comfortable 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  21 100% 
7.  I typically read journal articles in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
2 11% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
13 68% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
2 11% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
2 11% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
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6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 101% 
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8.  When would you use an electronic journal article? 
Text Response 
In writing a paper or preparing for a class 
while traveling, at coffee shop, wordseaching, following citation trails 
Research, fairly frequently 
To quickly follow up a reference. 
when traveling, for convenience (quick reference, looking for articles for a class, etc.) 
Does this mean "electronically available" version of a print article, or an article from an 
electronic-only journal?  I can't answer unless I know. 
if available 
Whenever possible. 
When researching and/or teaching a particular topic 
When they are available on JSTOR. 
I always prefer it. 
When it was available 
when an electronic version is available and legible 
Whenever possible. 
any time possible - i don't like physically going to the library 
Whenever available 
For teaching, research, or basic curiosity. 
Research 
9.  Why would you use an electronic journal article? 
Text Response 
Because it is easier to access than a print journal article 
easy to carry in volume, easy to wordsearch, easy to follow citations, easy to catalogue 
under multiple headings, easy to annotate non-damagingly 
Research 
For convenience' sake. If I am reading the article cover to cover (i.e. more than just 
skimming) I would always print it out. 
convenience and/or for a course 
Presuming that this means  "electronically available" version of a print article, I would 
do so for purposes of skimming to see if the article is worth serious use or assigning to 
students. 
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more convenient to get it online than locating it in the library. More convenient to store 
electronically for future reference. 
It's portable. I can use software to annotate the text and save my bookmarks, 
comments, and highlights. I can link it within my reference management program. 
Ease of access and distribution 
They are generally easier to access than bound versions, especially those which are 
library-use only. 
It's easy to find a word or quotation, and I can cut and paste into a lecture or article. 
Because it's available online; because text can be highlighted and copy/pasted 
to save space, notations last longer, it is easy to transport a large number of electronic 
articles 
For research or to assign for class reading. 
to keep a copy of the pdf in my Endnote database 
convenience 
It's easier to do a keyword search through online databases, and you often end up with 
results that you wouldn't otherwise have known about.  A PDF of an article can be kept 
indefinitely and doesn't take up as much room as a journal volume. 
If the article is available electronically, I will use that. It is more convenient because I 
don't have to hunt the article down and make copies. 
10.  When would you use a print journal article? 
Text Response 
In writing a paper or preparing for a class 
in library, occasionally at home, unlikely to need much annotation 
When it's not available electronically 
Now and then. 
general consultation, browsing 
Presuming that this means a printed journal article (regardless of whether the journal is 
electronic or print in origin): when I need to use it seriously--too much on-screen 
reading is hard on my eyes. 
if it is not available electronically 
If an electronic journal article were entirely unavailable. 
If an electronic version is not available OR for general purposes of surveying new work in 
the field 
When it is not available online. 
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When I already own it. 
If the electronic version were not available 
only when a high quality electronic version is not available 
If the electronic version weren't available. 
when i printed it out from a pdf; i would never actually go to the stacks and pull a bound 
volume and read it there 
If it's not available electronically - will photocopy; may print electronic articles if I plan to 
read away from a computer. 
In the same contexts as electronic journals: teaching, research, or self-edification. 
Research 
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11.  Why would you use a print journal article? 
Text Response 
When no electronic journal article was available, or when I was going on a long trip and 
wanted to bring something to read. 
easier to read, sticks in memory better 
Research 
I far prefer reading off the printed page. 
prefer the feel of a book 
Because it's important to my work or teaching, and I need to be able to study it 
seriously. 
because it is not available electronically 
Because I couldn't get an electronic copy. 
Ease of access away from computers (i.e. I can read journals on the bus) 
It is not available in an electronic version and/or the images are not of a high enough 
quality in the scan. 
Can be read even without a device. 
Because the electronic version was not available 
only because there is no electronic version 
Because I prefer reading on paper, but not wasting paper on photocopies. 
to make a pdf 
If there's no other alternative (i.e., I can't get an electronic copy through UNC or 
colleagues at other universities). 
I couldn't find an electronic copy. 
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12.  When you read a journal article in electronic form do you 
typically: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Print out the 
article to 
paper form 
  
 
2 11% 
2 
Read it on 
the 
computer 
monitor 
  
 
9 47% 
3 
Read the 
article on an 
e-reader 
device 
  
 
3 16% 
4 
Other 
(please 
describe) 
  
 
5 26% 
 Total  19 100% 
 
Other (please describe) 
I have two computer monitors, and read the article on one while taking notes on the 
other 
equally print and read online 
No predictable pattern 
print it if I think i will need to take extensive notes in the margins. if I need a "quick look" 
I read it on the computer. 
all of the above, depending on where I am working 
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13.  I typically use lexicons/dictionaries in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
1 5% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
8 42% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
6 32% 
4 
Mostly print, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
4 21% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 100% 
 
14.  When would you use an electronic lexicon/dictionary? 
Text Response 
To check on the definition of a word 
traveling, wordsearching 
Especially for foreign languages, and all the time 
quick reference 
In a pinch--the electronic lexica and dictionaries are not always reliable. William 
Whitaker's Words is seriously defective and deficient. 
if I am already on the computer, for a quick look. 
When I'm at my computer. 
Word searches 
When I do not have a paper lexicon on hand or am working on my laptop. 
If I don't have the print copy nearby, or if it's a specialized lexicon e.g. for Homer 
through a link from Perseus 
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When it is available, when I'm close to a computer 
very situation dependent; there is often no option (only print or electronic 
additions, or the print is too expensive); when I am not working on campus 
Every day. 
any time possible 
Whenever possible 
When preparing to teach a class, doing a quick translation, or researching where 
and how a word is used. 
Anytime I have to translate for class/ research. 
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15.  Why would you use an electronic lexicon/dictionary? 
Text Response 
It is easier to access than a print dictionary 
lighter, faster to find 
For foreign languages and spelling 
For convenience' sake (only if it is very easy to look up words), when a good one is 
available. 
do not have print at hand 
Because I'm in a pinch. 
if I am already on the computer, for a quick look. 
It's more efficient. 
Search capabilities 
Using the computer is often faster than flipping through a paper version. I generally also 
have my computer with me whenever I need a lexicon and therefore do not need to 
carry around the paper version which is often heavy and/or bulky. 
Ease, speed 
Because it is quicker than using print 
in some formats they are faster; many dictionaries are too expensive to own, and 
electronic additions are available for use at home 
For ease of use, searchability, and access. 
to look up words from my house rather than dragging myself to school, finding the 
book, flipping dirty pages 
Quicker than in print; more information 
The electronic format is faster and often lets you do specific types of searches.  
Examples are often linked to the texts in which they appear. 
It is quicker and I don't have to haul it around in my bag. 
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16.  When would you use a print lexicon/dictionary? 
Text Response 
To check on multiple definitions of a word 
in library, sometimes at home 
When I have one handy 
When I own the dictionary in print form. 
lengthier inquiry 
When I want to do really serious study of a word or set of words. 
usually specialized/foreign language ones 
I use a print lexicon/dictionary when I'm perusing the text (rather than looking 
something up). 
For usual reading of texts 
When I need to disconnect from the computer, when I want to find a word for which I 
am unsure of the spelling. 
When it's right there next to me 
If I couldn't find a word in the electronic version or if an electronic version was not 
available/not working 
when they are available, they are preferred; when I do not need to look up a large 
volume of entries 
If needed. 
when it's not available digitally (I'm looking at you Oxford Latin Dictionary...) 
When not at the computer; If I need more/different detail. 
When the electronic format fails to answer my question, or when I need a very accurate 
translation. 
same reasons as for electronic. 
17.  Why would you use a print lexicon/dictionary? 
Text Response 
Because it is often more complete than an electronic lexicon/dictionary, and easier to 
cite 
browsing helps general grasp of semantics 
For the same reasons as above, because I have it with me or the internet is not available 
seems more authoritative 
Because they are the most reliable; some of the on-line or app-form lexica and 
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dictionaries are outdated. 
for more in depth analysis. For instance, the OLD. 
If I'm just reading the dictionary for a while, I don't mind using a print text. 
It's what I'm used to and can do most easily 
It's easier to browse and feels more authentic. 
If I'm in the office or near the paper copy it's easy to find and scan the page. 
If I couldn't find a word in the electronic version or if an electronic version was not 
available/not working 
interfaces for most electronic dictionaries are poor; many dictionaries only have print 
versions (i.e. OLD); they are more informative (allow for the consulation of surrounding 
entries) 
it's faster for comparing nearby/related entries.  often with electronic ones, you only 
see one entry at a time. 
if it's not online and I'm desperate for an exact citation.  otherwise i'll use other online 
versions 
Not at the computer; If I need more/different detail. 
Some of the best lexicons and dictionaries aren't available in digital format. 
The print dictionaries are usually better quality. If I can't find a work electronically or if I 
am doing highly specialized/ detailed philiological work, I will go to a print lexicon. 
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18.  I typically use grammars in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
1 5% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
5 26% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
13 68% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  19 99% 
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19.  When would you use an electronic grammar? 
Text Response 
I have never used an electronic grammar 
I have never seen a proper electronic grammar, I think 
Again, if it were a good grammar and readily available. 
never 
When I'm in a pinch and don't have a text with me. 
If I'm looking something up, I would use an electronic grammar. 
N/A 
When I do not have access to a print version. 
When I don't have a print copy or if it's hard to find what I want 
When one was available--so rarely 
I never do 
when needed 
I like to write in the margins, so never 
Pretty much never 
If I knew something was in a grammar but couldn't find it using the print copy's table of 
contents or index.  Or if I was somewhere that had no access to a print grammar. 
n/a 
20.  Why would you use an electronic grammar? 
Text Response 
For translations 
never 
Because I'm in a pinch and don't have a text with me. 
It's much faster to find what I'm looking for; if the grammar is hyperlinked, I'm more 
likely to take advantage of all relevant information. 
I can't imagine 
To look up a point of grammar on which I am unclear. 
If I don't have a print copy or if it's hard to find what I want 
Because it was available 
there is no reason to use an electronic grammar 
because it's easier than carrying one around 
50 
 
i guess if i had a pdf i could give it to students 
Because I can search it. 
n/a 
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21.  When would you use a print grammar? 
Text Response 
For language classes, to look up the usage of a word 
rarely for myself, probably more likely for teaching 
For translations, all the time 
Reading a foreign language text I always have one on hand. 
when needed 
When I'm doing serious study. 
I would use a print grammar when working with a student. 
In all circumstances 
When I am learning a language. 
Most of the time 
Almost always 
all the time 
at home or in my office 
all the time 
Always 
For practically anything.  Looking things up before teaching, while reading a text or 
composing passages. 
Prose comp/ translation 
22.  Why would you use a print grammar? 
Text Response 
It's the only kind of grammar I've ever used 
morphological tables look better printed 
Because I like to write in them 
at hand in my office 
Because they are better for serious study. 
It's easier for several people to look at the text at once if it's in print form. 
I know how to! 
It is easier to access different parts/lessons, it tends to be better indexed, you can keep 
your place while looking at multiple other parts of the book. 
So far the electronic grammars are not always easier to use. 
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Because there are very few online grammars for Latin and Greek 
they are more easily notated; they can be read fluidly; the material more more easily 
consulted 
it's faster to flip back and forth 
to write in the margins 
It's what I'm used to; they are better than the electronic ones I've seen. 
They tend to be more up to date and easier to read than the old, poorly edited 
electronic versions. 
Looking up the grammatical constructions in a book helps one to remember them. 
Greater variety than electronic resources. 
 
23.  I typically read primary sources in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
 
 
0 0% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
6 33% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
9 50% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
3 17% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
 
 
0 0% 
 Total  18 100% 
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24.  When would you use an electronic primary source? 
Text Response 
To quickly double-check a passage 
coffee shop, traveling 
Often; if I don't have a book especially 
When I can only access it in this form. 
traveling 
Looking something up that is not to hand in a print version. The on-line texts are not 
reliable! 
If I'm immediately writing on the text, I would keep an electronic primary source among 
my files. If the standard edition is electronic, then I don't need a print scholarly 
monograph. 
Either when I need text to copy into another format, OR when the text is not readily 
available in print 
When I need to check a relatively brief passage or it is not immediately available in print 
version. 
For a quick check of something or to search for a word. 
When I don't have a print version with me 
when a hard copy is not available 
to save money, or I needed quick access 
If I needed a lot of books at the same time 
When I need to do a quick search or find a specific passage. 
25.  Why would you use an electronic primary source? 
Text Response 
it is more convenient than a print form 
simple wordsearch, complex queries 
Because I don't have a book 
ditto 
quick reference 
Because I don't have a print version to hand--but I always check against a print text. 
I can efficiently look up anything that comes up; I can write from within the same 
document as the primary text so that it's always before my eyes. 
See above 
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Because it is generally immediately accesible or because it is only available in electronic 
form. 
Searchable, easy to find. 
Because I don't have the print version--so I would quickly read the electronic version 
entirely a matter of availability; although sometimes to search for a specific passage 
convenience 
if i only needed the book for a short passage and didn't want to carry the book around 
They're easier to search and readily available.  Also, I don't own a hardcopy of every 
single author I need to consult. 
 
26.  When would you use a print primary source? 
Text Response 
When I need to cite something in a paper or article 
any time 
Research 
Whenever I have one to hand. 
default; if print is conveniently available, then prefer it 
When I want to read it--I would never read a full monograph on-screen. 
I use a print scholarly monograph when I'm reading a large portion of the text straight 
through. I also need a print scholarly monograph when doing close work that requires 
the latest and best edition, if it's unavailable electronically. 
In most circumstances 
When it is available. 
When it's easy to find and read 
Almost always 
whenever I can 
when needed 
all the times i needed one 
There seems to be a mistake here, because the questions above are about primary 
sources.  I use print primary sources if I need to read an extended passage of anything. 
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27.  Why would you use a print primary source? 
Text Response 
it is more reliable, easier to cite than an electronic one 
sticks better 
It's nice to have a break from the computer for longer things 
Because I prefer reading print rather than off the screen. 
not available online; images 
Because I'd be reading it seriously; I can't do that on-screen--hard on my eyes, plus 
people don't retain what they read on-screen. 
Since the best electronic primary text is often out-of-date, I typically need to find a print 
scholarly monograph for the best text. This is essential whenever doing close or specific 
readings, where textual variants are often at issue. 
More is available in print than in electronic format, and print is more mobile (for me) 
They are generally in print form, print is easier to read than on a computer screen, it is 
easier to refer to multiple points in the text and to flip to different parts of the book in 
order to refer to plans/maps. 
Still a little easier to read long stretches of a monograph in a chair 
Because I prefer to make notations on a print version, because it's highly portable 
(especially when teaching) 
easier to read (less eye-strain); easier to handle (going between 
index/ToC/text/appendix); easier to notate 
for research 
most of them aren't available to us electronically 
I use print primary sources because they are more up to date, you can check the editor's 
notes on the text, and the text is generally more reliable. 
28.  I typically assign journal articles for class reading in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
12 67% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
3 17% 
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3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
 
 
0 0% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
 
 
0 0% 
5 
Print form 
only 
 
 
0 0% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
3 17% 
 Total  18 101% 
 
Other (please describe) 
I just taught Latin; I didn't assign any journal articles. 
I haven't had the opportunity to assign journal articles in class yet. 
N/A 
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29.  When would you assign an electronic journal article for class 
reading? 
Text Response 
When it is easily available 
always 
It is convenient, though. 
Always (if they are in print, I scan them so that they are in electronic form for ease of 
access). 
as needed 
When any article is available on-line. 
Always. 
In most cases 
When it is available on JSTOR or in a text that is not required for the class. 
Almost all the time 
Always 
extremely dependent on class specifics 
during schoolyear 
any time i needed to give students an article 
n/a 
 
58 
 
30.  Why would you assign an electronic journal article for class 
reading? 
Text Response 
It can be emailed to the students and printed out 
no advantage to pre-printing: students can print for themselves 
It is convenient. 
supplement textbook 
Students prefer the flexibility of an on-line copy; they often print it up. 
easier to distribute 
I want my students to have easy access to the article. 
Ease of access and distribution 
It is easy to post on Sakai and ensures that everyone is able to access it in the same 
place. 
Saves copying, takes less time, they and I can read it anywhere. 
Ease of access--the electronic form can be posted on Sakai, environmentally friendly, 
because students don't need to print it out 
because it is unlikely that undergrads will go through the effort of getting a hard copy of 
an article 
for students to read, discuss or do research 
because it's easy to upload a pdf to Sakai.  it's impossible to get students to go to a 
library and pick up the course reserves; also, putting books on course reserve is 
annoying 
n/a 
31.  When would you assign a print journal article for class 
reading? 
Text Response 
When I have a reserve shelf and can put a copy there for the students 
If it's not available electronically 
long article that has not been scanned 
When it can't be found on-line. 
I would scan the article and put the pdf on Sakai. 
When it's not available in electronic form or too long to scan 
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When it is in a required text for the class (e.g. course pack). 
Rarely; I try to scan things for class almost always 
I would never hand out printed versions of a journal article 
I wouldn't assign a print journal to any classes that I have taught 
during schoolyear 
if there were no pdf 
n/a 
 
32.  Why would you assign a print journal article for class 
reading? 
Text Response 
It isn't available in digital form and can't be digitized for copyright reasons 
Also to teach students not to do all their research on the internet 
image quality important 
Because it can't be found on-line. 
I wouldn't. 
See above 
It is not available in an electronic version. 
Can't think of a good reason. 
I wouldn't 
for students to read, discuss or do research 
maybe so they learn how to read a print article instead of just looking for my pdfs? 
n/a 
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33.  I typically assign grammars for class reading in 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
 
 
0 0% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
2 11% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
2 11% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
1 6% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
8 44% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
5 28% 
 Total  18 100% 
 
Other (please describe) 
I don't assign grammars for class reading (archaeology) 
n/a 
never 
NA 
n/a 
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34.  I typically assign primary sources for class reading in: 
# Answer  
 
Response % 
1 
Electronic 
form only 
  
 
1 6% 
2 
Mostly in 
electronic 
form, 
sometimes in 
print 
  
 
1 6% 
3 
Electronic 
and print 
forms equally 
  
 
1 6% 
4 
Mostly print 
form, 
sometimes 
electronic 
  
 
5 28% 
5 
Print form 
only 
  
 
8 44% 
6 
Other (please 
describe) 
  
 
2 11% 
 Total  18 101% 
 
Other (please describe) 
NA 
n/a 
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35.  Please add any other comments you would like to make 
about your library and information needs: 
Text Response 
Good luck! 
Electronic form is very useful for searching on the internet. 
image important to me; ability to scan high quality images important, but can be 
affected by binding 
On-line texts for Classics are NOT reliable or up-to-date. Often they are seriously 
defective texts; often they have typographical errors. Students use them, but I find them 
pretty dangerous.  Frequently, they haven't even been proofread! 
the Oxford Latin Dictionary should be an electronic source...but you can't control that; 
more articles should be available online, or more librarians should be dedicated to 
making pdfs of articles requested through that UNC library form 
I may have made a mistake answering the questions about scholarly monographs as if 
they were about primary sources.  My use of print / electronic primary sources is exactly 
the same as my use of journal articles. 
 
 
